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CELEBRATION OF ITALIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.09 am]: I would like to 
inform the house about my visit to Carnarvon to take part in the Celebration of Italian Heritage and Culture festival. 
This festival is dedicated to celebrating, acknowledging and engaging with Carnarvon’s Italian heritage. As the 
son of an Italian migrant, it was a great honour to see the significant contribution the Italian community has made, 
and continues to make, to the Gascoyne region. The Italian community has been embedded in Carnarvon for nearly 
100 years and has been a crucial element in the horticultural success of the region. Many of the first Italians to 
arrive in Carnarvon established plantations, with their descendants forming the backbone of Western Australia’s 
banana industry. 
I had the pleasure of attending a dinner at Era Plantation, which is named for the home town of Mr Pio Di Boni, 
who arrived in 1927 from northern Italy. A large number of Carnarvon’s Italian community originate from the 
same town, including the town’s oldest original migrant, 87-year-old Mr Fedele Andreoli, who arrived in 1955. I was 
joined at the event by the Consul of Italy, Mr Nicoló Costantini, who was visiting Carnarvon for the first time. Data 
from the 2021 census indicates that Italy remains the ninth-largest birthplace for Western Australians born 
overseas and that in our state, Italian is the second most common language spoken at home other than English. 
This festival told the story of those pioneering Italian migrants through tours and presentations that paid tribute to 
their history and legacy. 
The McGowan government recognises and celebrates cultural diversity as one of our state’s greatest strengths. 
Throughout its history, Western Australia has been enriched and enhanced by people from diverse cultural and 
religious backgrounds coming to make this state their home. Attending this event reminded me of how many amazing 
stories remain to be told. I congratulate the organising committee of the Celebration of Italian Heritage and Culture 
and everyone involved in its coordination. It is important that we continue to find ways to invest in, engage with 
and celebrate our cultural diversity. 
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